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We can be extremely happy as the New Year starts, but we should not be 
complacent. There are always new ways of giving Bristol the radio station it 
deserves, so let’s start thinking how our station can engage with a whole new 
audience this year and how we can get even more Bristol people, events and 
music onto the station – to achieve this EVERYONE needs to help, from 
presenters, steering group members, BCfm board and importantly the 
community of Bristol.  We are set to introduce many more shows which will 
offer an even wider choice of listening, and we are working with many new 
groups and individuals to produce these. The feedback we receive from 
listeners is very positive, and we are certainly making waves in the city by 
introducing new listeners to the joys and the power of radio.  
 
Let’s make sure we all have a great Christmas break and let’s hope the new 
year sees BCfm grow from strength to strength – Thank you ALL for your 
contributions to the station however big or small - It all adds to bring Bristol 
together to make this city an even better place to live. 
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A Word from Your Station Manager  
Phil Gibbons 
 

Hello,Hello,Hello,Hello,        It’s at this time of year when 

newspapers, magazines, TV and radio stations 
look back over the previous year and make it 
sound great, exciting, worrying or even 
‘horribilis’.  I’m not going to do that because it’s 
enough to say “wow – what a rollercoaster 
ride it’s been”.     I want to look towards to the 
next twelve months and build on the fantastic ! 
broadcasting and community involvement we 
have experienced since March. 

 

DDDooouuubbbllleee   
BBBuuubbbbbbllleee   
BBBuuummmpppeeerrr   

IIIssssssuuueee   

N E W S   F L A S H 
 
“Star Radio caught poaching” 
Yet another Bristol  
radio station have  
poached talent  
from  BCfm!   
Sporting Chance  
Presenter (Tues 5–7pm)  
Paul Davis will be  
bringing football  
results to Bristol’s Star 107.2fm listeners 
from January.   All is not lost for BCfm as 
Paul will continue to present his Tuesday 
evening shows ……when not reporting for 
Star!  We don’t mind really,  we’re proud 
of you Paul. 

 

 

I will be away for the festive period but I will be 
raising a glass to all of BCfm’s fantastic volunteers 

who have put in so many hours to make BCfm 
happen.   I have experienced some of the best 
and worst broadcasting but have never worked 

with such willing, happy and appreciative people 
as I have since BCfm became a reality. 

Merry Christmas & Happy New Year   Phil 
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BBCCffmm  aanndd  JJeell ll ii   rr eeccoorr ddss  aaccoouusstt iicc  ddaayy    

@@  TThhee  FFoollkkhhoouussee 

 

Last month saw the 
first BCfm 93.2fm 

acoustic awareness 
and fundraiser at 
the Folkhouse in 

Bristol . 

Put on by Steve  
Parkhouse and Jelli records, a packed 
house enjoyed a day of superb music 
with some of Bristol’s finest musicians. 
Headlined by the amazing Beth Rowley 

and Ben Castle, the audience were 
treated to the likes of: 

 Matt Short, Rosie Garra rd, 
3D, Beth Porter, Redd, Ruth 
Royall, The Cedar, Angel 
Tech and Rasha Shaheen 
 
Hosted by Theo Berry, the day 
was a great success as 
presenters met others that 
they may not have met before. 
Thanks to all who  
played, hosted and  
supported the day. 
A great success! 
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Programme Controller: Joanne Schofield  
 

Phew! Phew! Phew! Phew! It has not been easy planning the Christmas and New Year 

schedule but we’ve done it!    Most of our presenters have now pre-
recorded their shows or Christmas Specials and we have a fantastic!  
range of pre-recorded dramas, carol concerts, and specials.   Have a 
close look at the schedule below and remember to make an appointment 
with your favourite show.    A huge ‘thanks’ to all our presenters for all the 
effort you have put in to ensure that during our closure we don’t need to 
play a thousand Christmas tunes on rotation. 

 

Joanne on a 
rare 
moment 
away from 
the studio 
with the 
handsome 
Greyhound 
Bryn 

BCfm studios closure: - 
Closed from 24/12/07   Re-open for live broadcastin g 02/01/08 
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George Millman 

“I think anyone who 

likes Bristol will 

like my programme” 
 

Hello, I'm George Millman and I present Bristol's Mix-Up every Thursday afternoon 

from 4-5 (Kids on Air). Every week I play some local music. I also read Bristol news, 

and a few riddles. We also serialise the teenager's novel Stormbreaker by Anthony 
Horowitz, read by John Macarenos. Occasionally we have a guest in the studio; if 

there's something interesting happening that I want to talk about. 

It takes quite a lot of time to prepare my programme. I get everything done at the 

weekend before the programme (except for the news column, which I always do on the 

day before the programme, so as to get the most recent news possible.) I also have to 

edit any pre-recorded talks, including John Macarenos' reading of Stormbreaker. I 
think anyone who likes Bristol will like my programme. 

I really enjoy presenting Bristol's Mix-Up and I hope to do it for a long time in the 

future 

Ed Hepper 

 

An Arts Documentary 
Programme  Every Thurs 2 -3 pm 

The host  Ed Hepper 
Interviews a Variety of Local Artists, Musicians, visual 
Artists, Poets, and Writers. He delves deep, asking them of 
their private passions, their life and works and what their 
influences have been. Like Desert Island Discs they get to 
chose a dozen of their favourite tracks and you get to find 
out what there doing next and where. Past guests have 
included…. 
Jimmy Galvin, Katey Brooks, Carol Heywood  
and many more. 
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Trailing the show 
 

Some of you may have already recorded your show trails and 

'why I love Bristol' sound bites with Heather Bissell 

(pictured).  If you haven't already done this, please can you 

arrange a time to come into the studio and meet with 

Heather to get these done. You need to think of something 

you really like about Bristol, a place, venue, people etc and 

say something about it and then trail your show.   
 

Hello it’s me....  Mad-Rich from 
FUN & FROLICS SHOW 

 
I have now done 6 shows and am 
feeling my way forward in how the 

programme goes. 
 

 
For something different:  tune in to Richard’s mad hour 
every Thursday from 3pm - 4pm 
 
You will receive an hour of fresh air mixed with a good 
old chit chat, jokes and quizzes. 
 
With mainly well known music from the 50’s and 60’s 
and a weekly birthday competition with a prize! 
 
If you know of any upcoming charity events happening 
in Bristol please let Rich know so he can put them on 
air. 
 
You have been warned...   madrich@bcfm.org.uk 
 

These will start to get played out over the Christmas pre-records to ensure we have 

lots of familiar voices on air as well as pre-recorded shows and music and then they 

will be put into the system for presenters to use in their shows to trail other 

programmes.    Please email Heather on jingles@bcfm.org.uk to find out when she is 

next in the studio. 
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I am Cabdalla Canshuur.  I am one of the Somali show presenters and 

I present a health programme every Thursday 7pm until 8pm. 
 

The programme that I present is all about helping Somalia community 
in UK to understand NHS health services.  We cover different topics 

during our programmes including health subjects like: blood disorders, 
cancer, contraception and family planning, digestive disorders, family 

support, genetic disorders, infections, medicines, mental health, 
operations, pregnancy and breastfeeding and sexual health. 

 
We also take calls from our listeners and answer their questions on air.  
I believe that my colleagues and I are doing this for the benefit of our 

community in Bristol. 
 

We welcome any ideas that you have to improve our Somali 
programmes because the Somali show is your show.  You can email 

us:  somalihealthshow@bcfm.org.uk 
 

Somali Language  
 Health Programmes 

 
Presenter: Cabdalla Canshuur 

 

Hi, I’m Julia Edwards,  
 
I present the “Well-Being” show every Monday from  
12 till 2. My show evolved from a slot on Phil’s lu nchtime show right at the beginning of the 
broadcasting of BCFM, back in March.  I was pretty terrified that first day, even though I was halfway  
through my B Tech radio journalism course, at the C ity of Bristol College in College Green! But Phil i s 
such a ‘pro’, he soon put me at ease, and I started  to really enjoy my slot, and eventually gained the  
confidence to do my own show. I was living one of m y dreams, and putting the skills I’d learnt to good  
practise. 
 
 I love  producing the show, it takes time, and det ermination, arranging interviews, selecting topics  and 
choosing music but I like a challenge, and it’s all  worth it when it comes together for those two hour s 
every Monday! I discuss environmental issues on a l ocal level, and I try and point the listeners in a 
positive direction, and inform them of ‘green event s’. I’m privileged to have a ‘voice’ and like to st ay 
positive on my show, and as I find people endlessly  fascinating, the interviewing is rewarding and fun !  
 
I have a background in complimentary medicine so I also pass on my experience with topics like 
massage and reflexology. I’m really interested in n utrition, so I usually include some food tips, and try 
and ‘de-mystify’ all the media coverage of diet and  nutrition. I hope I manage a few of these and woul d 
love some feedback from other presenters, perhaps w e could all get together sometime for a coffee!?  
 
I really enjoy my time at BCfm and feel it’s top qu ality and a unique station for Bristol, the musical  
content is so varied, and like me all the presenter s are obviously passionate about their music and 
radio. Big thanks to Phil and Joanne for doing such  a great job! ‘And a Very Happy Christmas and 
Happy 2008 to everyone… ’ 
 
Lots of love Julia x 
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Somali Airs Community News  
The Somali show on BCfm weekends generates a lot of discussions and debates about Somali 
communities hot issues in Bristol and beyond. The programme devotes one hour every week for 
discussions which covers current issues and social problems. We talk about integration, drugs use, 
gang culture, antisocial behaviour, and politics back home, and in the UK. 
The phones ring and debates are lively and audiences air different views and opinions we try to 
take advice from experts about the topic we are discussing most of the time. 
The phone in provides wide participation of the Somali community in Bristol. Many of the callers are 
first time audiences and are their début radio participation. 
The show is aired live on Saturday afternoon 14.00 -1600 and repeats highlights 15.00-17.00 we 
thank here all our growing listeners in Bristol and BCfm management for their support. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Waxaa ilaa bisshii march ee sanadkan ka furaa Bristol radio ku hadla fasomaali oo ay hirgalisay 
bcfm oo ah komunity radiyoow , taas oo runtii noqotay wax lagu farxo anigoo ah ninka maqaalakan 
qoray oo ka mida raga dhidibada u taagy radiyoowgan ee bilaabay ayaa waxaan aad ugu 
mahadcelinayaa dadka somaliyeed ee na tageeray eena dhinac qabtay ee talootyinka fiican na 
siiyay . 
Hadaan idiinka sheekayo sidaan radiyioowga ku bilaabay waxaan la xidhiidhay BBC West sanadkii 
2006 horantisii   oo isoo siisay Phil Gibbs lambarkiisa  oo ay  ii sheegeen inuu iga caawin doona 
arrimaha radiyoowga kaas oo noqday macalinkaygii  city of Bristol  college   radio journalism 
course  isagoo markaa  ku guulaysatay inuu helo liisnaka idaacada  ayaanu fursadaa isiiyay 
markaas ayaanu halkaa ku wada bilawnay idaacada. 
 Haddaba walalayaal kusoo dhawaada idaacada oo nagal qayb qaata horumarkeeda  wixii talo ahn 
diyaar baanu u nahay waxaan soo jeediyaa barnaamijka weekendka ee baxa sabtida 2da ilaa 
4taduhurnimo laguna celiyo axada 3da ilaa 5 ta duhurnimo waxaana nalaga dhagaystaa 93.2fm iyo 
internetka bcfm.org.uk soo hadla tel 01179553721 waqtiga sabtida ee idaacada aan joogno  
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BCfm 93.2 on air: Thanks to You 
 
As the year ends BCfm’s Board of 
Directors wants to thank all our 
volunteers for your contributions and 
dedicated hard work. 
  
In just seven months BCfm 93.2 has 
established itself as a community radio 
station of distinctive voices from the 
different communities, cultures and 
interests of Bristol people.   
 
 

 

 

 

 
Getting on air relies on people willing to share their ideas, stories and 
passions with others. It offers opportunities to get involved in the many 
roles and tasks of a community radio station.  We hope you will continue 
to take part as researchers, fundraisers, presenters, administration 
support, producers, technical assistants, studio managers and promotions. 
 
The Board of eight volunteer directors oversees and directs the overall 
strategy of BCfm Ltd and related projects that include BCfm 93.2 and 
Radio 19.  We are proud of what has been achieved so far and recognise 
the outstanding contributions and commitment of Phil Gibbons and 
Joanne Schofield. 
 
The BCfm Party on 9th December was a way of saying thanks to you all 
and we hope that those of you that came had a fantastic time.  I hope you 
will continue to support community radio in Bristol during 2008. 
 
Bob Pitt  
Chair of Directors, BCfm Ltd 
 
 

BBoobb’’ ss  iinn  tthhee  CChhaaii rr ……  
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HI, I’m Mark Le Leivre  

 

Hi I’m Paul Davis and I present a weekly show on  BCFM called ‘sporting 

chance’. I round up all the local sport in Bristol whether  it be Bristol 

Rovers and Bristol city football clubs, Bristol Rugby clubs or in the summer, 

Gloucestershire County Cricket Club. I also look out for smaller amateur 

clubs or any other minority sports for that matter! So far this year I have 

interviewed Gloucestershire Cricket Coach Mark Alleyne (MBE), members of 

the South African Indoor Cricket team, Bristol City Footballer Kevin Betsy, 

Knowle Croquet club plalyers and found out about Sports cheerleading in 

Bristol. I have produced a feature on ‘Bristol City legends. I have produced 

a feature on ‘Bristol City-Legends of the Past’, at Waterstones Book 

Signing event and coming soon I’ll be covering Bristol Athletic 2012 

Community Sports Awards. 

You can catch me every Tuesday evening between 5& 7pm and the following 

day for the early morning request 

 
Encounters Film Festival 2007  

 
HI, I’m Mark Le Leivre 
 
I present ‘The Movies and Music Programme’ on BCfm on a Saturd ay 
afternoon 1 till 2pm.  On the 18 th  of November I attended the Morph 
Birthday Party at the Watershed in Bristol. Peter L ord the creator of 
Morph was interviewed by well known TV personality Phil Jupitus.   
 
For people who don’t know “Morph” is a plastacine character of a little man who appeared 
on a 70’s children’s programme called Vision On. From that little plastacine man the world 
famous four time Oscar winner’s Ardman Animation grew.  
 
The event was organised by Sue Lion and the Encounters team. A full house listened to 
Phil as he managed to get some secrets out of Peter Lord of what it was like in the early 
days of stop frame animation, which Peter Lord and David Sproxten pioneered.      
 
This event was a curtain raiser for the 13t Encounter’s International Short Film Festival 
held at The Watershed. From wed 21st till Sun 25th of November, Bristol was treated     to 
over 1700 short films from over 66 different countries.  Screenings included many live 
films as well as a huge selection of some of the world’s best animation shorts and 
features such as “Persepolis” which was directed by Marjane Satrapi and Vincent 
Paronnaud and told the story of a young Iranian girl growing up through the overthrow of 
The Shar of Iran in the Seventies, and her coming of age during the beginning’s of 
fundamentalism and radicalisation of her country. 
I was at the Festival as BCfm’s man on the spot to bring my listeners reports and 
recording’s  of all the big events, as well as to mingle with world class directors such as 
Richard Eyre who was also recently the executive producer of “Atonement” starring Keira 
Knightly.  
 
Over the coming weeks I am looking forward to bringing you all the highlights of one of 
Bristol’s most prestigious film festivals. As well as detail’s of all the winners of awards in 
the in the thirteen different categories of film making. 
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When John Met Tony... 
 
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last month John Curran was lucky enough to interview Tony Benn when he 

came to Bristol to promote the latest volume of his diaries. The interview 

went out on his Friday afternoon show, Drivetime which is presented with 

Dean Blake. Here's what John had to say about his meeting with the 

renowned politician 

 
So, John, How did this interview come about? Where and when did you meet with Tony Benn? 

I interviewed him at St Georges just before he gave the talk. 

It was all connected to the publication of the 8th volume of his dairies so he's been touring 

the country doing these talks. He talked for about 25 minutes and there were questions and 

answers for about an hour. It was really lively.   

 

Have you read the book? 

I've read snatches of it. It's not easy to read a diary from beginning to end  

 
How did you find his persona? 

 He's a real gentleman, so easy to speak to, a lovely man. He was so encouraging and kind. Of 

course he's very fluent so it was a very easy interview, you just had to ask him a question 

and he was off. It was very good. I enjoyed it thoroughly. Quite the most important person 

I've ever interviewed. 

 

You have done quite as few interviews for your show. Are they usually political? 

It mixes. One week I did Tony Benn and the director of the local CAB bcse it was their 30th 

anniversary, another week I'm did somebody from alcoholics Anonymous and Paul Stevenson 

who's the first black person to receive the Freedom of the City. .I've done a few of the 

local cllrs & that gets abit political. 

I generally try to do about two (interviews) per show. We maybe put one in the first hour of 

our show and one in the 2nd half. 

 

Got anything in the pipeline? 

Ideas come as they come. Interviews tend to follow up a recent news item.. I'm looking at a 

few maybe show business people next yr..Willard White, a black opera singer, is coming and  

Penny Seger, a country & Western Singer. if I could get interviews with them I'd love to.  

 

Would you get them playing music? 

I’d try to, although if wiled white sang I think he's blow the studio apart! He's got the most 

powerful voice. 

 

QQuuiittee  tthhee  mmoosstt  

iimmppoorrttaanntt  ppeerrssoonn  II''vvee  

eevveerr  iinntteerrvviieewweedd..  
 

John Curran Presents 

Drivetime with Dean 

Blake every Friday 

from 5-7pm. 
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Bristol Community FM Steering Group 
Paul Barnett paul.barnett@bristol.gov.uk 
Mohammed El Sharif assria74@hotmail.com 
Becky Hughes hughesr@cityacademy.bristol.sch.uk 
Laura Hamilton lorhamilton@yahoo.co.uk 
John Wiseby stashyjon@softhome.net 
Chinedu Amamize chiedu33@hotmail.com 
Sally Heaven sally.heaven.01@bbc.co.uk 
Ahmed Mohammed cadnan10@hotmail.com 
Janene Grey Janene@streetscenes.org.uk 
Simon Nelson simon.nelson@tht.org.uk 

The BCfm Radio Broadcast Steering Group has a vital role in ensuring that BCfm meets its objective to ‘advance the social cohesion of the 
community by providing an engaging and challenging radio experience to the City of Bristol and to promote the physical, emotional and 
mental well-being of the diverse communities within’. 
The main aims of the Steering Group are to:- 
• be aware of the BCfm Broadcast Licence application 
• ensure that the Directors of Bristol Community fm Ltd are providing all the necessary facilities to ensure that the aims and objectives of the 
broadcast can be carried out 
• identify groups or individuals in the community that are under-represented in the broadcast industry in Bristol and have not already been identified 
• identify areas of progression and wider participation 
• attend 80% of steering group meetings 
By involving the community and professionals, decisions will be informed by evidence from real life and professional experience and expertise, thus 
widening the input into the development of the Radio Station. 


